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Deiheros wins at Morphettville

O
ur winner for August  

was Luke Koumi for his 

recent winners. Luke was 

nominated by Alistair 

McFarlane who wrote:

I would like to nominate Luke Koumi as 

owner of the month following Deiheros’ 

win on 14 August at Morphettville and 

3rd place on the 30th. 

This result followed Thiamandi winning 

3 races straight first at Morphettville, 

then 2 wins at Caulfield the last one 

the Bletchingly Stakes (G3). 

Stakes winners are of course nothing 

new to Luke, homebred Rialya has won 

the Adelaide Cup (G2) and Birthday 

Stakes (L) while earning $600,000. 

But perhaps his finest hours in 

racing were experienced in 

5 golden months of racing 

some 25 years ago when 

Better Loosen Up won 7 

races straight 4 at Group 1 

and 3 at Group 2 including 

international recognized 

classics the Cox Plate and 

the Japan Cup.

To complement his racing career 

Luke was a founding member of SAROA, 

signing up again for the last few years 

and a breeder of many of his best horses. 

Also a canny buyer with an astute eye 

who truly loves a bargain, Deiheros 

cost him $9,000 while he splurged 

$10,000 for Thiamandi.

I think Luke’s recent success and 

history of class runners mandate him 

for owner of the month and an owner 

we would all like to emulate.

As those who know Luke would be 

aware, he is a staunch supporter of the 

rights of race horse owners and is single 

minded in his pursuit of a better deal 

for owners in general and in South 

Australia in particular.

SAROA AGM

The AGM for SAROA was held on 

September 20th in the Chairman’s Room 

at Morphettville and was well attended. 

Two of our committee members 

announced their retirements 

from committee prior to 

the AGM. 

Bill Lianos joined the 

committee in 2009/2010 

and brought with him an 

ongoing sponsorship of our 

Owner of the Month prize by 

Pizza Hut. Bill served for five 

years and resigned this year 

due to work pressures. We 

thank Bill for his efforts and 

Pizza Hut’s continued support.

Greg Connolly joined our 

committee a year later and 

has been heavily involved 

with the organisation of our social 

functions over the last few years.  

In particular, Greg was instrumental  

in putting together last year’s very 

successful Fashion Parade. Greg’s 

ebullient presence will be missed at 

our committee meetings but we trust 

we will continue to see him at our 

functions over the years to come.
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OWNER OF THE MONTH

Our constitution require that there be 

three vacancies for election at each AGM 

thus on a rotational basis Rob McBryde 

our hard working treasurer resigned 

and offered himself for re-election. 

Nominations were also received from 

Bernadette Ward (who is connected to 

the Balfour stable and part owns El Prado 

Gold amongst others) and Ian Brown 

(connected to the MacMillan stable 

with horses like recent Gawler Cup 

winner Boristar amongst his ownerships).

As the number of nominations 

equalled the number of vacancies Rob 

was returned and Bernadette and Ian 

were elected unopposed. We welcome 

Rob back and look forward to the 

contributions of our new committee 

members in the coming years.

Another important event day was the 

award of Owner of the Year which was 

once again supported magnificently 

by the Francis Group of Hotels who 

made available a bottle of Penfolds 

Grange to the lucky winner. On a vote 

of the members present the winner 

for the 2013/2014 season was Glenda 

Smyth for Riziz. 

SAROA APPRENTICE AWARD

Members are reminded that nominations 

are now due for the SAROA Apprentice 

Award which is awarded each year to an 

apprentice who has done that bit extra 

for an owner/s either in the stable in 

general or for their association with a 

particular horse. 

So please members give some 

thought to any apprentice you have 

been associated with who you think 

would be a deserving winner. While the 

award has been won over the years by 

some high profile apprentices, we are 

not necessarily seeking the top riders 

who tend to receive plenty of accolades. 

Our focus is more on the apprentice who 

has taken on the horse that no one else 

was game to ride or who has worked 

extra hard in other ways to help to 

contribute to the success of their stable.

Ideally we would like to receive your 

nominations by the first week of November.

Owner of the month 

nominations can be made 

by email, letter or by 

phone to me; nominations 

should be received by 

10th day of the following 

month. Nominations can 

come from anyone but the 

nominee must be a SAROA 

member. We also prefer 

that the application is 

combined with a good 

story about the horse 

involved. This award is 

applicable to all grades of 

races. Our committee 

review all nominations 

then select the monthly 

winner, who will receive a 

$100 voucher, kindly 

donated by SAROA 

members Jenny and 

Wayne Francis to be used 

at any of the Francis 

group of hotels – namely 

the Elephant and Castle, 

The Port Noarlunga, the 

OG and the German Arms 

hotels, plus a Pizza Hut 

‘double pizza’ voucher 

with the compliments of 

former SAROA committee 

member Bill Lianos.

Michael Trenerry (President)  

Mobile: 0414 682 390 Email: talisker3@bigpond.com

Richard Stafford (Secretary)  

Mobile: 0432 664 824 Email: richard@sanguineracing.com.au 

Or for more information visit: www.saroa.com.au

INDUSTRY ISSUES

In March this year a report was generated 

by a working party of Racing Victoria 

which was titled Ownership Review 

– Final Report. The recommendations 

of this report had broad ramifications to 

race horse ownership on a national basis 

thus Racing Victoria forwarded their 

report to ARB where is was examined 

by a further working party who made 

a number of amendments to yield a 

document entitled “Ownership Working 

Party – Review of Ownership Issues 

(updated) 19 September 2014” . This 

report has been forwarded to the PRA’s 

in each state to obtain comment from 

the various stake holder groups. 

The report is 56 pages long and makes 

10 detailed recommendations. At the 

time of writing this document is not 

available on the ARB website but SAROA 

members should have received advice 

concerning the recommendations from 

us. As some of the recommendations 

are quite far reaching SAROA is keen to 

receive as much input as we can in order 

to ensure we correctly represent the 

views of our members.

Included in the recommendations are 

provisions for individual owners to be 

registered and owners will be asked to 

complete a more detailed declaration 

concerning their personal criminal 

records. Registration of horses and 

their ownership is suggested as being 

required as soon as the foal is entered 

into the stud book. Each change of 

ownership after that point will need 

to be reported, and when the horse is 

named and due to race owners will be 

required to enter into the mandatory 

trainer/owner agreement and the 

joint owners into a mandatory joint 

owners agreement.

The trainer/owner agreement will 

encompass clauses related to the 

security of training fees – sometimes 

referred to as the Payment Mandate 

which has been widely canvassed in 

the eastern states and is extremely 

controversial.

As can be seen these and other 

recommendations are quite significant 

and we require as much input from 

owners as we can get so that we can 

represent fully the views of South 

Australian race horse owners.
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