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OWNER OF THE MONTH

ur nomination for Owner

of the month for August is

Lynda Elies, part owner of

Gigabyte winner of both
the Port Augusta and Whyalla Cups.
Like both of last month’s nominees
Gigabyte is owned by an all ladies
syndicate. One of the syndicate
members Colleen Manning takes up
the story for us:

To quote Terry McAuliffe Gigabyte
is‘agreat big strong son of Fastnet
Rock’ - and we love him! Gigabyte is
owned by an all-girl syndicate formed
by Colleen Manning with her great
friends Lynda Elies, Dianne Fullerton,
Keryn Hilder & Leanne Press;
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daughters Virginia
Chambers, Johanna
Manning and Bridie McArdle;
and sisters Ann Marie Pick,
Sharon Rankin & Fiona
Morgan. Five members live
in Port Augusta and the rest
live in country South
Australia - spread from
Saddleworth to Coober Pedy.
The syndicate came about because
we were all fans of thoroughbred
racing. We had enjoyed many seasons
watching and cheering our husbands’
or fathers' horses race and we
thought it was about time we had a
horse of our own. We purchased
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Gigabyte in February 2013.

Our trainer Darren Bonetti (Port
Augusta) sourced him on our behalf
from Danny O'Brien’s stables in
Victoria. He wasn't up to Metro
standard over there but Darren
thought Gigabyte could do well for
us at Port Augusta. Darren was right!
Gigabyte had a great first campaign.
He had six starts at Port Augustain
2013 and was unplaced only once.
We were on top of the moon!

The following year started quite
slowly with Gigabyte runningin
Adelaide for a couple of starts but
he was not really very happy about
racing. In fact, 2014 was a
pretty ordinary year for
Gigabyte with many injuries.
Darren has always had great
faithin this horse and
followed Vets advice to
spellhim for a full year to
get him right.

After a 60 week spell we
were VERY excited to have
him back racing again for the
Port Augusta 2015 season.
However, Gigabyte somehow
managed to kick himself in
the stable and was scratched
the morning of the first
meeting. Darren had him all ready
to start again at the 3rd Port
Augusta meeting.

We often say that watching
Gigabyte race is like watching your
own child compete. We just want him
to try hard and not get injured. He did
try very hard in that 1200m race and
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came home 3rd. We were thrilled and
Darren said he badly needed the run.
He had 2 more starts, one 1100m at
Hawker - he came 6th and another
1396m at Port Augusta - where he
came 5th. After that race Darren said
he had a plan, he thought that
Gigabyte, with his great burst of
speed at the start of every race and
good constant pace throughout the
remainder of the race, needed more
ground. Darrenis not only the trainer
but the track work rider, strapper and
everything else. He really knows his
horses, so we all said “OK Darren.”

Gigabyte entered the 1867m
McDouall Peak Squatters Cup on
Sunday 21st of June. Heran a great
race, he burst out of the barrier, went
straight to the front and led them all
home into the straight. He did get
caughtin the straightand ended up a
very admirable second, we were all
over joyed.

Darren said he thought even more
ground would suit and he said he was
nominating Gigabyte for the 2015 City
of Port Augusta Cup. On Cup day we
were all beside ourselves with
excitement and tried hard to keep it
contained but failed miserably, Darren
told us “Don't worry, he's going OK.
We might need a bit of luck but he'’s
trained really well and the planis -
they’ll have to catch him.”

Gigabyte not only won the 2300m
2015 City of Port Augusta Cup - heran
the othersragged and won by 3 7%
lengths - Siggy Carr and Gigabyte
stole it right from under their noses.
He led from go to whoa AND broke
the track record. The feeling was
unbelievable. Joy, elation, disbelief,
pride, jubilation.

Darren then told us he would
naturally be runningin the City of
Whyalla Cup a fortnight later. We
were just as excited but it was a
shorter race - 1867m and we did not
want to expect too much of our
Champ. However, the Gigabyte and
Siggy Carr combination did it again!
They led from go to whoa and took

out the 2015 City of Whyalla Cup,
winning by % of a length!

For this group of country ladies,
who just love their horse and enjoy
the fun and the friendships that
thoroughbred racing brings, 2015
will be remembered as the Year
of Gigabyte!

Congratulations ladies, a great
story - Gigabyte ended up winning
The Adelaide Galvanising Industries
Outback Cups Championship for 2015
by two points from noted outback
cups performer Al Chicago. This series
comprises the Hawker; Quorn; Port
Augusta; Whyalla and Roxby Downs
Cups however this year the Quorn
meeting was abandoned due to the
state of the track.

SAROA EVENTS
We have run two very successful
recent events, namely The Horses'
Birthday Lunch as mentioned in our
article last month and The SAROA
Raceday August 22nd which was
combined with the TRSA Owner’s
Second Chance Bonus Day. Upcoming
isthe SAROA AGM which will, by the
time this goes to print, have been
conducted on September 19th .
Following that we will be planning
our annual Christmas function and we
will advise more details as part of
next month’s article. Details will
appear on our website when finalised.

SAROA APPRENTICE AWARD
Members are advised that
nominations are due again for the
SAROA Apprentices Award. This award
is presented to an apprentice who
isnominated by an owner for
involvement above and beyond the
normal duties of apprentice. This may
be in association with a particular
horse orjustinageneral manner with
the nominating owner.

Past winners include Libby Hopwood,
Lauren Stojakovic and Jake Toeroek
with last year's award being made
posthumously to the family
of Caitlin Forrest.
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Owner of the month
nominations can be made by
email or letter or even by a
phone call to me; nominations
should be received by 10th
day of the following month.
Nominations can come from
the owner or a friend,
acquaintance or family
member but the nominee
must be a SAROA member.
We also prefer that the
application is combined with
a good story about the horse
involved, as this award is just
as applicable to lowly maiden
winners as it is to winners

of feature races.

Our committee review all
nominations then select the
monthly winner, who will
receive a $100 voucher, kindly
donated by SAROA members
Jenny and Wayne Francis to
be used at any of the Francis
group of hotels — namely the
Elephant and Castle, The Port
Noarlunga, the OG and the
German Arms hotels.

CORRESPONDENCE:
PO Box 1139, Gumeracha SA 5233

Michael Trenerry (President)
Mobile: 0414 682 390

Email: talisker3@bigpond.com
Richard Stafford (Secretary)
Mobile: 0432 664 824

Email: richard@
sanguineracing.com.au

Or for more information visit:
WWW.saroa.com.au

SAVE THE DATE

SAROA AGM

A reminder to members that the SAROA AGM
will be held at Morphettville on September

19th - the function including a light lunch is
free to all our members. Details will be
forwarded to members in due course.
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