
AUGUST 1, MORPHETTVILLE WAS THE SCENE FOR SAROA’S  

INAUGURAL HORSES’ BIRTHDAY LUNCHEON

RICHARD STAFFORD, SAROA SECRETARY REPORTS

D
ifficulties with finalising 

our guest list meant that 

we got underway with 

promotion of the function 

much later than we would have 

otherwise desired. It was mid July before 

we had confirmed the availability of 

our two interstate guests, so we had 

only slightly more than two weeks to 

promote our event. With the shortness 

of notice in mind, it was very gratifying 

to have over 100 attend, what we 

trust, will become an annual event.

Speakers for the event were 

organised by our esteemed MC for the 

day Richard Zachariah who conducted 

the guest interviews 

brilliantly. Our interstate 

guests were Anthony and 

James Cummings who 

both answered some tough 

questions that were put  

to them by Richard very 

frankly. Both spoke about 

their relationship with 

their legendary father/

grandfather and what it 

meant to be part of the 

Cummings dynasty as well as number  

of other fascinating aspects to their 

training careers. 

Also interviewed was Harry Perks 

one of Adelaide’s leading owners and 

breeders, being involved with of the 

likes of Go Indi Go, Southern Speed, 

Essay Raider and Rebel Raider. Harry 

talked about his horses, and about the 

great strike rate that horses bred in 

South Australia continue to have in 

major racing in the eastern states.  

In particular he singled out Mill Park 

which has been the source of the 

winner of three of the last ten 

Caulfield Cups, with Mummify, 

Southern Speed and Faulkner all 

beginning their lives at Meningie  

on Mill Park’s property.

Harry also shared his thoughts  

on what needs to be done to return 

South Australian racing to 

a more prominent position 

within the Australian racing 

scene. Raising the level of 

prize money available needs 

to be an integral part of 

any plan to lift the profile 

of racing and breeding in 

South Australia.

As National Jockeys 

Celebration day was to 

celebrated at all Australian 

Racing meetings held on 

August 2, SAROA had 

agreed to make part 

proceeds (25%)  available 

to the National Jockeys 

Trust (NJT) and the NJT  

was ably represented by Simon Price, 

Briony Moore (Dunn) and Michelle La 

Vars. Michelle is the 2014 SA National 

Jockeys Trust and National Jockeys 
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Celebration Day Ambassador.

Michelle was unfortunately injured in 

a race fall in December 1992 at Penola 

which left her a paraplegic. Michelle has 

since represented Australia in shooting 

events and is a truly impressive individual 

as was demonstrated in her interview 

with Richard Zachariah. Michelle’s 

injuries were sustained before the 

NJT came into being so the assistance 

that the NJT would provide in this 

circumstance, was not available  

to Michelle. 

One of the less expected outcomes of 

a long term injury like the one Michelle 

sustained is the social isolation that 

the previously busy jockey experiences 

in the months following the injury. As 

Michelle described, the phone stops 

ringing once the jockey is out of danger 

and the person is left to their own 

devices and remote from their old 

world. This is an issue that would seem 

to be an important one for the NJT to 

address as it relates to the mental 

well being of the injured individuals.

Clare Lindop had been booked to 

speak at the lunch but unfortunately 

her morning flight back to Adelaide 

from Darwin was so badly delayed that 

she did not get back until sometime 

after our function had concluded. We 

hope that Clare may be able to available 

to speak at another of our function.

The afternoon concluded with 

auctions of stallion services to Moshe  

(a full brother to Black Caviar, standing 

at Eliza Park) and the evergreen 

Cornerstone champion stallion, 

Hussonet. In addition we were able  

to auction a Race day package from 

the SAJC and two fine bottles of  

wine donated by the Francis Group.

Special thanks must go to Eliza  

Park who had organised a lunch  

for Breeders on the day and very 

graciously agreed to combine their 

function with ours, thus greatly 

augmenting our numbers. We trust 

the function proved successful for 

Eliza Park and would be happy to 

discuss with them supporting  

next year’s function.

In addition, our thanks go to Eliza 

Park and Cornerstone Studs for the 

donation of half of the proceeds of 

the stallion service auctions, to the 

SAJC for their race day package, to 

the Francis Group for wine donations 

and their continued support of SAROA. 

We would also like to thank Centrebet 

and the SA Bookmakers League for 

donating betting vouchers that were 

raffled on the day and the SAJC and 

the SA Thoroughbred Breeders for 

publicising the event to their members.

We are extremely grateful to all of 

our speakers for their contribution 

and to Richard Zachariah for his 

professional support as MC, to Adrian 

Hancock for Magic Millions for auctioning 

the stallion services and to Steve Coulter 

for auctioning the other items. 

Finally we are thankful for the 

assistance of the SAJC and its staff in 

organising of the lunch and last but by 

no means least we acknowledge the 

contribution of the NJT and hope that 

they will join us again next year when 

we would hope to mount a bigger  

and better event.

SAROA 
AGM 

S t r  
20th  

September
THIS YEAR’S SAROA AGM  

WILL BE HELD ON SATURDAY 

SEPTEMBER 20TH IN THE CHAIRMAN’S 

ROOM AT MORPHETTVILLE.

The format will be as it has been  

for the last few years with the meeting 

held prior to the first race of the day, 

followed by a light lunch and time  

for a social get together during  

the rest of the day. 

All members are urged to keep  

the date free as those who attend 

regularly will vouch it is a  

great function.

OWNER  

OF THE MONTH

Owner of the month 

nominations can be made 

by email or letter or even 

by a phone call to me; 

nominations should be 

received by 10th day of the 

following month. 

Nominations can come 

from the owner or a 

friend, acquaintance or 

family member but the 

nominee must be a SAROA 

member. We also prefer 

that the application is 

combined with a good 

story about the horse 

involved, as this award is 

just as applicable to lowly 

maiden winners as it is to 

winners of feature races.

Our committee review 

all nominations then 

select the monthly 

winner, who will receive  

a $100 voucher, kindly 

donated by SAROA 

members Jenny and 

Wayne Francis to be  

used at any of the Francis 

group of hotels – namely 

the Elephant and Castle, 

The Port Noarlunga, the 

OG and the German Arms 

hotels, plus a Pizza Hut 

‘double pizza’ voucher 

with the compliments of 

former SAROA committee 

member Bill Lianos.

This month’s deadline 

for articles fell before the 

close of entries for Owner 

of the Month, so the 

winner has yet to be 

decided. We would like  

to take this opportunity 

however to remind 

members to get their 

nominations in for Owner 

of the Month – don’t be 

shy and don’t leave it until 

you next have a winner 

because that gap can 

sometimes be quite large.

SAVE THE DATE
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