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Tangier Sun wins  

at Morphettville

O
ur winners for December are 

David and Kath Hornhardt 

for their horse Tangier Sun. 

In response to my 

nomination Kath wrote: “The moment 

we clapped eyes on the Desert Sun/ 

Myxaar colt (Tangier Sun) at the 2012 

Adelaide Magic Millions sale we were 

intent on having a go at buying him.  

First we asked Richard (Stafford) to have 

a look at him and offer an opinion, which 

was that he was a ‘nice colt’. Then we 

had our trainer, Jon O’Connor, make an 

inspection – he also liked the look of him.

As luck would have it Lot 241 was 

knocked down to us as the purchasers 

for $12,000 and Jon indicated he would 

be interested in taking a 10% share.

Having been broken in he was sent to 

Jon for his first preparation. Part way 

through this preparation 

Jon, not being completely 

happy with his progress, 

decided to have x-rays 

taken. The result of the 

x-rays was given to us at 

the MM sales in March 

2013 – bone chips in both 

knees. We decided to go 

ahead and have him 

operated on. Following the 

operation he was sent to 

convalesce for six months.

He was again sent to 

Jon and not long into his 

second prep he showed signs of fluid 

on his knees.  It was decided to give 

him an extended break at our property 

for around 12 months where he had 

the company of a couple of weanlings.

Following discussions with Jon  

it was decided to send him to Len 

Jarvis at Murray Bridge for pretraining, 

where, according to Jon, Lenny did  

a magnificent job.  

So now at 4 years of age, Tangier 

Sun (Thorpey) was again sent to Jon’s 

stables at Morphettville for another 

go. Following a successful trial, he 

finally has his chance at the real thing 

– 1000m at Balaklava on 3 December 

2014; which he won in a close call.  

He then fronted up at the Twilight 

Meeting at Morphettville on 19 

December and won convincingly. 

Tears of joy flowed. He has since had  

a second at Morphettville over 1250m 

on 3 January 2015.

We have always had a 

special connection with 

Thorpey and thanks to the 

dedication of true horse 

loving individuals (Len Jarvis 

and Jon O’Connor) not only 

have we been able to get 

him to the races, but we 

now have a horse with 

ongoing potential.

Thorpey is again  

back at our property at 

Rosedale having a well-

deserved spell.”

Dave and Kath have  

a number of horses  

spread around the country  

including the promising 

Duckworth who also won at 

Morphettville in December and  

Jumbo Prince in Queensland – Jumbo 

has won twice this preparation  

and had two seconds.
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OWNER OF THE MONTH

SEVERAL GOOD NEWS STORIES: 
RETIRED RACEHORSES

RIALYA (Kempinsky – Ettu Blue)

Winner of the 2012 Adelaide Cup Rialya 

is well known to SA racing enthusiasts 

but perhaps many would not be familiar 

with more recent events in his life. 

On November 22 last year Rialya 

suffered a fracture to his right rear 

cannon bone shortly after the start of 

the Ballarat Cup. Fortunately jockey 

Michelle Payne quickly recognised that 

something had gone amiss with the 

horse and the veterinary surgeon Dr 

Ian Fulton of the Ballarat Equine Facility 

credits Michelle’s quick thinking with 

helping to save Rialya’s life.

For owner Luke Koumi there was no 

question that regardless of cost, every 

effort would be made to save the horse. 

The surgery involved was by no means 

simple and was further complicated 

when a sedated Rialya relaxed and applied 

weight back onto the leg exacerbating 

the break. The surgery took more than 

four hours and was performed with the 

horse standing under sedation and the 

vets operating on their hands and knees.

While Rialya’s future endeavours 

are up in the air for now, Luke will insist 

Rialya be pampered for the rest of his 

life. He’s such a kind horse, an absolute 

gem – he deserves it.

More details of this story including 

x-rays photos can be found at http://

owner.racing.com/news/2014-12-16/

rialya-recovering-with-koumi-and-co

FIVE IRON (Taimazov – Boxwood)

This story is a little different being 

written by one of Five Iron’s owners 

from the horse’s perspective. For the 

record, Five Iron raced 34 times for 3 

wins 1 second and 5 thirds and stakes 

of $29,600. Here is what he has to say 

about his career:

Hi folks, Sammy here (Five Iron  

to those of you that didn‘t have the 

pleasure of knowing me personally).

Mum was swept off her feet by 

Taimazov, a very handsome Argentinean 

stallion whilst she was visiting The 

Owner of the month 

nominations can be made 

by email, letter or by 

phone to me; nominations 

should be received by 

10th day of the following 

month. Nominations can 

come from anyone but the 

nominee must be a SAROA 

member. We also prefer 

that the application is 

combined with a good 

story about the horse 

involved. This award is 

applicable to all grades of 

races. Our committee 

review all nominations 

then select the monthly 

winner, who will receive a 

$100 voucher, kindly 

donated by SAROA 

members Jenny and 

Wayne Francis to be used 

at any of the Francis 

group of hotels – namely 

the Elephant and Castle, 

The Port Noarlunga, the 

OG and the German Arms 

hotels, plus a Pizza Hut 

‘double pizza’ voucher 

with the compliments of 

former SAROA committee 

member Bill Lianos.

Michael Trenerry (President)  

Mobile: 0414 682 390 Email: talisker3@bigpond.com

Richard Stafford (Secretary)  

Mobile: 0432 664 824 Email: richard@sanguineracing.com.au 

Or for more information visit: www.saroa.com.au

Furlong Stud in Queensland in early 2007, 

and I was the result of a short but happy 

union. I remember mum telling me that 

“one day son, you too will do great things, 

either on or off the track”. Well how 

prophetic those words have become, 

but more of that later.

I initially took up residence with Mr. 

Balfour in Adelaide, which is where I met 

up with my three owners, and weren’t 

they three characters. One was an elite 

Australian rules footballer, a high ranking 

executive with a now defunct motor 

manufacturing company (in Australia 

at least), and a technical assistant with 

a local oil and gas exploration company.

An initial medical setback as a  

three year old, resulted in a basically 

lifesaving operation (many thanks to 

the Vets and staff at the Morphettville 

Equine Clinic,) and the instillation of a 

new stomach lining, and many many 

hours of convalescence in the care of 

Mr. Balfour and his staff at Beau George 

lodge. A short but none the less exciting 

and moderately successful racing career 

netted three magnificent wins in staying 

races in country South Australia, my most 

successful track being the fertile expanses 

of “Royal Balaklava” north of Adelaide.

Balaklava however was where this 

great racing tale meets its premature 

end, where the rigors of racing took 

their final toll. My three owners and 

Mr. Balfour’s son and heir Ryan decided 

that racing should end, and a new life 

should begin, and begin it certainly has.

I am now in the care of a young lady 

named Rachelle O’Connor, loving life in 

and around the lush and fertile paddocks 

near Pakenham in Victoria, and converting 

unfulfilled talent from the racetrack, 

to the much more genteel, but no less 

demanding equestrian circuit, where 

Rachelle and I are teaching each other 

new skills and, naturally, I am catching 

the eye there as well. 

Given my new life, and so as not to 

draw too much attention to myself, I 

have undergone a name change, just so 

my new colleagues don’t get distracted 

being in the presence of a previously 

renowned racing identity. My new 

competition name is “dpcobalt”, now 

that shouldn’t draw to much attention, 

should it. See you at the shows.
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