
Robocop wins at 

Morphettville

All the latest news from the South Australian  

Racehorse Association

Richard Stafford - SAROA secretary reports

SAROA NEWS

T
his month’s committee 

selection for Owner of the 

Month was Lynette Day for 

Robocop. We asked Lyn for 

some information on her association 

with Robocop and she advised as 

follows: Robocop is by Al Samer from 

Dance on Tables (Straussbrook).

Trained by Shane Oxlade, the five year 

old gelding has now won four races from 

36 starts and placed thirteen times for 

stakes and bonuses of over $100,000.

 Robocop is a half-brother to 

Daydream Charlie by Blevic and Surf 

Cruiser who is by Good Journey.

 We expect Robocop to 

continue racing well as it 

seems the penny has dropped finally 

and he has now got the idea of what 

racing is all about.

As Lyn has told us Robocop is out of 

the Straussbrook mare Dance on Tables, 

the mare was the first race horse that 

Lyn had owned and had an ordinary 

career as a racehorse unplaced from 

twelve starts. Straussbrook won at 

Group 1 level and also had two wins at 

Group 2 all in Sydney. He went on to be 

a quite successful sire in New Zealand 

siring six stakes winners of 16 stakes 

races, all but one in New Zealand. His 

best progeny was Batavian, winner of 

nine stakes events across the Tasman. 

Dance on Tables was bred in New 

Zealand but foaled in Australia from 

an imported English mare Northern 

Meeting. The other progeny of Northern 

Meeting (all by Our Maizcay) 

were exported, three to New 

Zealand and the other to 

Macau and as far as I can tell 

had very limited success. 

Despite Dance on Tables 

failure to impress on the track, 

Lyn has bred Robocop and  

his half-brothers Daydream 

Charlie and Surf Cruiser as 

well as Bella Catia, a maiden 

mare who has already 

produced two horses for Lyn.

Daydream Charlie has been 

the most successful so far 

– the Blevic gelding is now a 

9 year old, he is still racing 

and has a record of 6 wins 11 

seconds and 5 thirds from 66 starts. 

Though Daydream Charlie is no 

superstar he has been very honest and 

netted connections over $180,000 

and provided lots of thrills with two 

of his wins being in the city. 

Surf Cruiser has only raced three 

times for one fourth but if Robocop is 

anything to go by, connections will 

need to be patient but successes 

should come.

Best wishes to Lyn, her fellow 

connections and her brood of horses. 
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BRANDS AND MICROCHIPS

Some of you will know that this article 

relates to a personal experience of mine 

as an owner, however I would prefer 

to talk about this issues involved in 

general not the specifics. My reason 

for this is that the point of this section 

is to provide an important word of 

warning to my fellow owners and 

their trainers, my comments should 

not be interpreted as a whinge or a 

criticism of anyone involved.

The situation arose at the stage 

when our horse was micro-chipped,  

I do not completely understand the 

process or what exactly went wrong 

but I understand that during the 

microchipping process one number  

on the horse’s brand was transcribed 

incorrectly. While the error was allegedly 

corrected in the paperwork involved, 

the Thoroughbred Information Card 

(TIC) and the Stud Book record 

retained the original error. 

The error was not detected by the 

stud where the horse was bred, during 

the yearling sale process, by the trainer 

when the horse arrived with him or at 

an approval jumpout. Unfortunately 

the discrepancy was finally spotted  

on race day, the horse was a late 

scratching in the mounting yard as  

the jockey was about to be legged up 

and the trainer was subsequently 

reprimanded. All a bit embarrassing 

and also pretty disappointing for the 

connections involved. 

I had the opportunity to seek 

clarification of the issues involved 

with Chairman of Stewards – Johan 

Petzer, as my understanding had been 

that the microchip was the ultimate 

identifier of the horse. While being 

sympathetic to my concerns, Mr Petzer 

advised that although the microchip is 

an important identifier, any anomaly 

between the microchip, the TIC and the 

horse’s branding will potentially lead 

to the horse being refused a start. 

I pointed out the number of steps that 

the horse had been through without 

the anomaly being detected. In response 

Mr Petzer advised that the ultimate 

responsibility for identification of a 

horse about to race lies with the trainer 

and they are required to check all details 

on the TIC with the horses brands and 

description to ensure that the correct 

horse has entered their stable.

Mr Petzer is adamant that the integrity 

of racing demands that any anomalies 

in the information used to identify a 

horse must be resolved prior to it being 

presented to trial or race. If not race 

day scratching will most likely result.

This is of course a rare occurrence but 

the take home message for trainers 

and owners is that when a horse 

enters the stable for the first time a 

thorough check of the TIC should 

occur to avoid any potential mistakes. 

For us the good news was that 

anomaly was quickly corrected and the 

horse went on to win at his first start 

albeit a week or two later than planned. 

SAROA AND THE  

ELECTRONIC MEDIA

Work continues on the SAROA website 

and we would hope that our new 

website will be operational by the time 

this article goes to press. Our committee 

have viewed the beta version of the 

site and are very impressed with its 

increased functionality of the and its 

more modern image. Please check it 

out at www.saroa.com.au.

We have also created a presence on 

social media with our Facebook page 

coming into being late in January. 
CORRESPONDENCE:  

PO Box 1139, Gumeracha SA 5233

Richard Stafford (Secretary)  

Mobile: 0432 664 824 

Email: richard@

sanguineracing.com.au 

Or for more information visit: 

www.saroa.com.au

OWNER  

OF THE MONTH

Owner of the month 

nominations can be made by 

email or letter or even by a 

phone call to me; nominations 

should be received by 10th 

day of the following month. 

Nominations can come from 

the owner or a friend, 

acquaintance or family 

member but the nominee 

must be a SAROA member.  

We also prefer that the 

application is combined with  

a good story about the horse 

involved, as this award is just 

as applicable to lowly maiden 

winners as it is to winners  

of feature races.

Our committee review all 

nominations then select the 

monthly winner, who will 

receive a $100 voucher, kindly 

donated by SAROA members 

Jenny and Wayne Francis to 

be used at any of the Francis 

group of hotels – namely the 

Elephant and Castle, The Port 

Noarlunga, the OG and the 

German Arms hotels. 
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