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While veterinary advice can be 

important in both situations, it can be 

vital for tried horses as an undisclosed 

or understated injury or illness issue 

may be the real reason the horse is on 

the market. Where there has been an 

unexplained drop off in form thee  

may be an underlying issue involved. 

The question that will always arise 

with a tried horse is “Why is it for 

sale?” The reason can be as simple as 

the current owners do not envisage 

that the horse can perform at the level 

they wish. Owners may want a horse 

capable of performing at Group or 

Listed level or one capable of winning 

on metropolitan tracks.

 In this circumstance, the tried horse 

can prove to be a great buy if the price 

is right, as our Owner of the Month for 

February will vouch. A change of stable, 

training methods or environment can 

lead to a horse blossoming in its new 

home. It is also fair to say that having 

lower expectations for the horse can 

lead to it finding a level where it can 

be successful for its new owners. Not 

every owner aspires to Group 1 wins as 

the only path for their charge – some 

are just as happy winning a lowly 

maiden or a race in the country. 

The story behind Go Dreaming 

emphasises this point as does the  

tale of the old war horse Testate who 

recently ran second in the Kimba Cup 

at the tender age of eleven. Testate  

is part owned by Melinda Dohnt  

who also straps him for his trainer 

Simon Drewitt. 

This season at his advanced age,  

he has raced 13 times for 2 wins and 2 

seconds including a win in the Ceduna 

Cup. He began his career as a three 

year old in the Stuart Padman stables 

where he won 6 races, in 2012 he 

transferred to Simon Drewitt to race 

on the West Coast with Mel as one  

of his owners. 

Since transferring to Port Lincoln  

he has won another 8 races including 

the Ceduna Cup in both 2012 and 2016, 

and the Kimba Cup and Streaky Bay 

Cup in 2013 as well as securing stack 

of placings. The old guy also had an 

uncanny knack of popping up when 

fresh and winning over the shorter 

course. This is probably his last season 

but as his second in the Kimba Cup 

shows he still has a zest for racing. 

Of course not all tried horses deliver 

the same great results, sometimes 

undetected injuries come in to play 

and naturally if the horse has no 

ability it won’t matter where it races, 

it will be unsuccessful. 

As with purchasing a yearling, 

ultimately the likelihood of success 

will be dependent on the judgement 

of the buyer and unfortunately there 

is more art than science in the 

process. The best horse I have owned, 

while an excellent type, was out of an 

unraced nineteen year old mare who 

had not left any other stars, so he was 

largely overlooked by yearling buyers. 

Other better credentialed yearling 

purchases have been disappointments 

on the track. So it is very much a 

matter of buyer beware, regardless 

whether one is looking at a yearling or 

a tried horse. The best suggestion I 

can make is to try to have likely 

prospects checked out by several 

experienced judges. 

As always, best of luck to all you 

buyers out there, hopefully you can 

select a horse that you can a heap  

of fun with.

SAROA NEWS

W
e received two 

nominations for 

Owner of the Month 

for February, one for 

Lee Yialas who had three winners in 

three weeks – Miss Adele, Pomp and 

Serenely Discreet and the other Wade 

Kluske for Go Dreaming. After some 

deliberation between two worthy 

candidates, our committee finally 

opted for Go Dreaming.

Congratulations to Wade who gave 

us these notes on Go Dreaming:

We purchased Go Dreaming for only 

$9000 as a tried horse from Victoria 

where he had only won  

one race from 17 starts.  

We purchased him with the 

hope that if we could improve him we 

would aim him towards a Streaky Bay 

or Port Lincoln Cup. It has been great 

to see the huge improvement that he 

has made since joining the GK Racing 

stable in August 2014.

It’s a great credit to Grant Kluske that 

he's been able to turn the horse’s form 

around with the assistance of Clare 

Lindop and Shayne Cahill, his regular 

jockeys. Go Dreaming has won three 

cups in under 12 months (the Oakbank 

Cup, the Port Cup and the Birthday Cup) 

and he has amassed over $290,000  

for the stable since he arrived in  

South Australia.

At this stage after his effort in the 

Birthday Cup he will now head to  

the Lord Reims and then onto the 

Adelaide Cup.

Great to see a smaller  

SA stable having success  

at Listed Level with a 

Victorian cast off. 

SHOULD I BUY A SHARE 

IN A YEARLING OR IN A 

TRIED HORSE?

Around this time of year, with 

the yearling sales in full swing, 

potential horse ownership is 

an active consideration. So 

should that horse be a yearling 

or a tried horse? There are 

advantages and pitfalls to 

either option and there are 

no guaranteed pathways to 

success. Not all yearlings 

make it to the track, either because  

of injury or lack of ability, whereas a 

tried horse will almost always earn  

a start for its new owners. 

Both strategies have an uncharted 

aspect to them, will the untried 

yearling have any ability or can the 

tried horse improve or maintain its 

form? Breeding and confirmation can 

be pointers to success with yearlings, 

for the tried horse disclosed form is 

probably a more important marker. 

OWNER OF THE MONTH

� � � � � � �� � � � � � � �� � 	 � 
 � � ��  � � � ��� � � � � � 
 � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � � �  � �

CORRESPONDENCE:  

PO Box 1139, Gumeracha SA 5233

Richard Stafford (Secretary)  

Mobile: 0432 664 824 

Email: richard@

sanguineracing.com.au 

Or for more information visit: 

www.saroa.com.au

OWNER  
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Owner of the month 

nominations can be made by 

email or letter or even by a 

phone call to me; nominations 

should be received by 10th 

day of the following month. 

Nominations can come from 

the owner or a friend, 

acquaintance or family 

member but the nominee 

must be a SAROA member.  

We also prefer that the 

application is combined with  

a good story about the horse 

involved, as this award is just 

as applicable to lowly maiden 

winners as it is to winners  

of feature races.

Our committee review all 

nominations then select the 

monthly winner, who will 

receive a $100 voucher, kindly 

donated by SAROA members 

Jenny and Wayne Francis to 

be used at any of the Francis 

group of hotels – namely the 

Elephant and Castle, The Port 

Noarlunga, the OG and the 

German Arms hotels. 

Go Dreaming
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