
All the latest news from the South Australian  

Racehorse Association

Richard Stafford - SAROA secretary reports

Visual Displays. Princess Plume  

(who as the name suggests is by 

Military Plume) also left Kaleido  

(11 wins for $250,000), and Clarify 

–winner of over $100,000.

We wish Sam the very best of luck 

with all his equine pursuits. 

MY MELBOURNE CUP DAY

I thought that I would do something  

a little different for this article – I am 

writing on Melbourne Cup eve and am 

quite nervous. Why nervous you ask? 

Well for the first time in nearly two and 

a half years I have an interest in a horse 

racing at Morphettville. Adding to the 

drama, our horse Mile High is having 

his first start after two promising 

jumpouts, in a race where there is 

very little disclosed form and it is on 

Melbourne Cup day no less.

Mile High by Kaphero out of Fly in 

Style, is related to three winners the 

ill-fated Hurricane Andy, Aether as well 

Moonee Valley winner Highness. Our 

expectations are relatively high but  

so many things can go wrong. So the 

period leading up to the start will be 

increasingly tense, will he go okay? Is 

he good enough? How good is the 

opposition? etc,etc.

So a nervous night awaits me and 

then tomorrow.

Tomorrow arrives. 

It’s 9:30 on Tuesday morning – time 

to get dressed and ready for the races. 

Nervous as – checked the odds on two 

sites – quite a difference between the 

two but both markets have him at less 

than $10 and the shortest of the three 

from our stable. Trainer is cagy about 

his chances probably thinking that he 

will be better with a run or two under 

his belt. Guess I am just hoping he gets 

around safely and shows some promise. 

Fingers muchly crossed!

10:00 Hop into the car and off to 

the races. Listening to Radio TAB on 

the way.

10:40 Arrive Morphettville – Wow 

it is really happening, get my owner’s 

pass and go off in search of trainer and 

horse. Gosh, Mile High has grown since 

I saw him last, he is now well over  

17 hands and looking a million dollars. 

Confidence rises, at least he will be 

one of the better looking horses on  

the day and he looks fit. Stroll past the 

bookies and have a small extra wager on 

the boy. Pop up to the Owners/Trainers 

Bar to relax for a while, then back to 

the stable to watch him being saddled. 

The horses go into the saddling 

paddock to parade, they all look great 

but mine is certainly not letting the 

team down. 

Mounting yard – chat to jockey  

who has been well briefed and is  

quite hopeful about our chances. The 

favourite is the main danger – comes 

from a top stable and has good form. 

Before we know it the jockeys are up 

and off to the start, a stablemate drops 

his jockey as he leaves the yard. Just 

what I need for the nerves, a delay.

All horses are in the barrier BUT one 

breaks through the front of the gates. 

More delay – my nerves are churning, 

but the breakaway is vetted and back 

into the starting gates and finally red 

light goes on and they are “off and 

racing”. Our guy goes to the front and 

settles well but the favourite is well 

placed behind us in fourth. We round 

the turn and he kicks a length or two 

clear, but the favourite is into the 

open and running on. With about 200 

to go the favourite is making ground 

on us and looks like running right over 

us, and he does but our guy puts up a 

great fight and only goes down by a 

neck. So proud of Mile High, he fought 

hard and considering the lack of 

experience and a bit of greenness 

performed well. 

So, so pleased with him, he definitely 

looks like we have a lot to look forward 

to. Okay let’s not get too far ahead of 

ourselves, but our trainer has serious 

plans so we shall see. Also picked the 

Cup winner so all in all a pretty good day. 

Yes it could have been different and 

in the past it often has been but such 

is the glorious uncertainty and equally 

the thrill of racing. 

SAROA NEWS

O
wner of the Month for 

September has been 

awarded to Sam Hayes  

for Name the Day and 

Northern Lass. 

Sam needs little introduction to 

racing people being a member of the 

iconic Hayes family. His grandfather 

Colin started the Lindsay Park tradition 

at Angaston, his father Peter was a 

successful trainer in his own right and 

his uncle David is well known for his 

training exploits both here and in Hong 

Kong. With David moving his training 

operation to Euroa and retaining the 

Lindsay Park name, the Angaston 

property was split with Sam taking 

over the breeding side under the new 

name of Cornerstone Stud. 

In doing so Sam has revitalised the 

stud’s stallion pool firstly standing 

Good Journey and then 

buying Hussonet from 

Arrowfield. A further coup 

came when the Aga Khan 

agreed to Dalakhani standing 

three seasons in Australia 

as a shuttle stallion. 

Unfortunately, Hussonet passed 

away earlier this year and Dalakhani 

has been withdrawn from stud duties 

but Good Journey goes on strong. 

Last year he was joined by champion 

European two-year-old sire Zebedee 

who has returned to Cornerstone again 

this year. Zebedee’s first Australian 

bred foals are on the ground this 

season and now Cornerstone have 

obtained the services of classy 

European Group One winner, Free 

Eagle, a further feather in the cap  

for Sam and his staff.

Cornerstone also stands Ambidexter, 

Valentia and Super Kid which, from a 

service fee perspective, allows them to 

operate across a range of price points 

that appeal to a broad group of breeders.  

As a stud manager Sam sometimes 

finds himself retaining shares in horses 

he breeds and sells. In September Sam 

had wins with two of these, Name the 

Day and Northern Lass.

Name the Day (Host – 

Thorpedo by Thunder Gulch) 

is trained in Victoria by Ciaron 

Maher (of Caulfield Cup winner 

Jameka fame). He won two 

races at Morphettville in 

September. These wins took 

Name the Day’s record to 6 wins 

4 seconds and a third and 

winnings of almost $160,000. 

Thorpedo has also produced 

Speedy Rossa (stakes wins of 

almost $300,000), a successful 

brood mare. Name the Day 

shows promise as a middle 

distance horse and more 

wins would not be a surprise. 

Sam also retained a share in 

Northern Lass, a filly by Blue Diamond 

winner Reann out of Real Jester mare 

North Bound and she has raced eight 

times for 2 wins, 3 seconds and 2 thirds 

and winnings of $43,610. She is trained 

by Tony McEvoy at Kildalton Park 

which is located at Angaston on the 

site of the previous training complex 

section of the old Lindsay Park.

North Bound, the dam of Northern 

Lass, was unraced, and has so far 

produced only two other progeny,  

her mother Princess Plume has left a 

stakes winner of two listed races in 
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CORRESPONDENCE:  

PO Box 1139, Gumeracha SA 5233

Richard Stafford (Secretary)  

Mobile: 0432 664 824 

Email: richard@

sanguineracing.com.au 

Or for more information visit: 

www.saroa.com.au

OWNER  

OF THE MONTH

Owner of the month 

nominations can be made by 

email or letter or even by a 

phone call to me; nominations 

should be received by 10th 

day of the following month. 

Nominations can come from 

the owner or a friend, 

acquaintance or family 

member but the nominee 

must be a SAROA member. We 

also prefer that the 

application is combined with a 

good story about the horse 

involved, as this award is just 

as applicable to lowly maiden 

winners as it is to winners of 

feature races.

Our committee review all 

nominations then select the 

monthly winner, who will 

receive a $200 voucher, kindly 

donated by SAROA members 

Jenny and Wayne Francis to 

be used at any of the Francis 

group of hotels – namely the 

Elephant and Castle, The Port 

Noarlunga, the OG and the 

German Arms hotels. 

Name The Day wins  

at Morhettville

THERACESSA.COM.AU

21

THERACESSA.COM.AU

SAROA  NEWS20

P
H
O
T
O
 A
T
K
IN
S
 P
H
O
T
O
G
R
A
P
H
Y


