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breed are mainly female, with only 

 the odd male showing the class of the 

breed. Halo Again has indeed created a 

dynasty of discretion with almost all 

of the female progeny carrying the 

word “discreet” in their names. I have 

laughingly suggested to Bill that 

maybe they should name one more 

“Not Another Discreet”. 

The breed has been very successful 

and there is every reason to expect 

more wins in the future for Serenely 

Discreet and her relatives.

SAROA ON THE RADIO

Regular readers may be aware that 

SAROA has a presence on radio with a 

weekly session on Saturday mornings 

on 5RPH (1197 am) during the Punters’ 

Club. Usually our session is broadcast 

around 8:15 in the morning with most 

mornings featuring our president  

Luke Koumi being interviewed by Ray 

Fewings. We usually ask our Owner  

of the Month to make themselves 

available to be interviewed in order to 

provide some variety and a different 

perspective on racing ownership. 

5RPH graciously allow us access  

to the audio of each week’s program 

for use on our website. Usually the 

audio file will be added to the site  

by the middle of the next week. 

In addition to our involvement  

with 5RPH we also have a monthly 

segment on the Saturday morning 

racing show on Coast FM (88.7).

JET CUTTER

I personally love hearing stories about 

horses that are well loved by their 

owners both during their careers and 

in their retirement, so I was delighted 

to receive a letter from Eyre Peninsula 

member John Pearson about his old 

horse Jet Cutter. Here is what John 

told us about Jet Cutter:

Jet Cutter 18th September 1988- 

29th August 2016

Eyre Peninsula champion race horse, 

Jet Cutter, passed away on 29th August 

2016 at the ripe old age of 28. He died 

on the farm where he was born and 

raised, which belongs to his owner and 

breeder, John (Lins) Pearson, situated 

near Wirrulla, on the Far West Coast.

Jet Cutter had his first race start at 

Streaky Bay in 1992 and ran 2nd as a 

three and a half year old. His last race 

was at Port Augusta in the Squatter’s 

Cup on 24th June 1998.

He was raced by Lins Pearson and his 

good mate Phillip Dunn. He was out of 

the mare Gin Dancer and sired by Sir 

Gerald, who stood at Peter Sheehan’s 

farm at Cummins.

He was a very tough, bold front running 

distance horse, winning the Port Lincoln 

Cup in 1995 and also running a close  

2nd and 3rd in the Lincoln Cup in 

subsequent years.

During his racing career, he also won 

the Kimba Cup, the Tumby Bay Cup and 

the Australia Day Cup. He also placed  

second in two Lock Cups and the Tumby 

Bay Cup. Jet Cutter won Horse of the 

Year at Port Lincoln in 1994, and tied  

in 1995, losing on a count back.

Throughout his racing career, Jet Cutter 

broke 3 track records at Port Lincoln 

over 1910, 1700 and 1750 metres. He 

also broke the track record at Clare over 

1700 metres in 1995, which I am pretty 

sure still stands today.

Jet Cutter’s outstanding racing 

career stood at:

• 84 starts: 16 wins - 21 seconds 10 

thirds and 11 fourths

• 10 of his second placings were  

photo finishes and 14 of his 16 wins 

were in Open Company.

It is great to hear stories like this 

about treasured race horses, John fails 

to mention that he maintained Jet Cutter 

for 18 years after his racing career had 

finished. John is also correct that Jet 

Cutter still holds the track record at 

Clare for 1700 metres.

SAROA NEWS

O
wner of the Month for 

November was Lee Yialas 

for Serenely Discreet, 

Lee’s partner Bill Lianos 

sent us this application

I would like to nominate Lee Yialas 

for owner of the month for Serenely 

Discreet’s win in the Group 2 Edward 

Manifold stakes at Flemington.

The Manifold has been a great race 

for the lime green syndicate as we 

have now won the race three times 

- So Gorgeous in 2000, Maybe 

Discreet in 2012 and now Serenely 

Discreet in 2016.

Serenely Discreet was bred by David 

Peacock and is the first foal of the 

black type winner I’m Discreet who 

won 7 races and $325,000 in stake-

money. I’m Discreet (by Elusive Quality 

out of She’s Discreet) was originally 

trained by Richard Jolly 

but after being banned 

from racing in Adelaide for 

her barrier manners, she 

went to Shane Bottomley 

(well known horse whisperer in 

Victoria). Shane got her back on track 

and she went on to win at Flemington 

under the guidance of Russell Cameron.

Serenely Discreet (by Exceed and 

Excel) showed her ability as a Two-

year-old winning her first race at 

Morphettville then running fourth in a 

listed race where she went shin sore. 

After a break she came back as a 

three-year-old winning first up at 

Morphettville on the road to the VRC 

Oaks as her main spring goal.

At her next run over 1400 at 

Caulfield she was blocked for a run 

the whole length of the straight with 

Luke Nolen copping huge criticism  

for his ride- Social media can be  

very cruel with one tweet saying

“Even Stevie Wonder could have 

found a way through Luke”.

Nevertheless we took it on the chin 

and Serenely Discreet showed her true 

ability at her next start coming from 

last in the Edward Manifold over 1600 

at Flemington to storm home to win 

easily by 1.25 lengths. 

The highs and lows of 

racehorse ownership are 

what makes all owners such 

a tough breed as we found 

out when Serenely Discreet 

injured herself in the stable 

which eventually resulted in 

us having to abort the rest of 

her Spring campaign.  She is 

on the road to recovery and 

hopefully will be back for our 

Adelaide carnival in May.

The Lime Green syndicate to 

which Bill refers is of course 

the syndicates associated 

with David Peacock’s horses which 

race most of the females carrying the 

Discreet name. Serenely Discreet is 

one of the latest of these horses 

having now won at 3 of her 5 starts 

and already earnt over $200,000. 

Serenely Discreet’s grand dam (Shes 

Discreet) produced 3 stakes winners, 

I’m Discreet, Forever Discreet and  

Very Discreet. 

The Discreet line emanates from 

the mighty Don’t Say Halo mare –  

Halo Again who left 5 stakes winners 

amongst her seven live foals. When 

interviewed on 5RPH recently Bill 

acknowledged that the best of the 
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Owner of the month 

nominations can be made by 

email or letter or even by a 

phone call to me; nominations 

should be received by 10th 

day of the following month. 

Nominations can come from 

the owner or a friend, 

acquaintance or family 

member but the nominee 

must be a SAROA member.  

We also prefer that the 

application is combined with a 

good story about the horse 

involved, as this award is just 

as applicable to lowly maiden 

winners as it is to winners of 

feature races.

Our committee review all 

nominations then select the 

monthly winner, who will 

receive a $200 voucher, kindly 

donated by SAROA members 

Jenny and Wayne Francis to 

be used at any of the Francis 

group of hotels – namely the 

Elephant and Castle, The Port 

Noarlunga, the OG and the 

German Arms hotels. 

Serenely Discreet
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