
All the latest news from the South Australian  

Racehorse Association

Richard Stafford - SAROA secretary reports

Currently as well as Mint Lane, Willow 

Grove stands Hussonet’s Chilean bred 

multinational stakes winner Host. 

Host has produced three stakes 

winners in Australia and is offered at 

excellent value to local breeders. 

COME RACING INFORMATION DAY

SAROA is pleased to announce that our 

Come Racing owners’ information day 

will be held at the Magic Millions Sales 

Complex on March 26th. The day is 

designed to provide information to 

owners and prospective new owners on 

exactly what is involved in owning a race 

horse. Preparations for the day are well 

under way but at the time of writing a 

few matters still need to be finalised.

The day itself will be free for all 

attendees and there will be food 

available for purchase. We intend it to 

be a family friendly event so we hope 

to have pony rides, a jumping castle, 

an animal farm and face painting to 

entertain the younger attendees. 

The day is intended to be relatively 

informal with a several presentations on 

various aspects of race horse ownership, 

in addition trainers will be available to 

meet prospective owners and advise on 

ownership options within their stables. 

A parade of yearlings will be held so 

that details of conformation can be 

demonstrated to attendees. We thank 

Magic Millions for their support of this 

initiative and hope that this can become 

a regular event on the calendar. 

Further details of the Come Racing 

day can be found on the SAROA website 

www.saroa.com.au in the Events 

section. As we need to arrange catering 

for the day bookings are required to 

be made via the website. 

OWNERSHIP AND PRIZEMONEY

SAROA believes, as I think most industry 

participants agree, that we need more 

owners and more horses racing in SA to 

improve the industry as a whole. Our 

recent survey of owners showed clearly 

that an injection of more prizemoney 

would greatly assist participation and 

we continue to advocate for this as 

well as better conditions for owners at 

our race courses. 

We firmly believe that the better the 

racing experience is for owners, the 

more likely we are to attract new players 

and to encourage existing ones to increase 

their involvement. Our industry is one 

that provides significant employment 

for South Australians and is one that is 

not affected by the whims of CEOs in 

far flung boardrooms across the world. 

It is widely estimated that each race 

horse requires the employment of 

slightly more than one full time equivalent 

(FTE), so any increase in race horse 

ownership in this state will increase 

employment. Currently with the imminent 

closure of the Holden factory, 

employment in this state is a big issue. 

Every little bit helps and we believe that 

more government investment in horse 

racing can help provide more employment 

for South Australians. In addition it 

should be noted that a significant 

number of jobs in racing are based in 

rural centres where unemployment 

levels can be quite high. 

It has been argued by some sectors that 

increasing prizemoney just puts more 

money into the pockets of rich race horse 

owners however this is a complete fallacy 

as can be demonstrated by a simple set 

of numbers sourced from the Australian 

Racing Fact Book. Total prizemoney 

distributed in South Australia in the 

15/16 season was almost $35 million, 

when combined with incentive scheme 

payments and other returns the total 

prizemoney figure reaches almost $38 

million. However these returns include 

the trainers’ and jockeys’ percentages 

(15%) so the actual return to owners is 

$32 million. In that season some 3008 

horses started in races in South Australia, 

training fees vets charges etc. can amount 

to as much as $30,000 per year. Based on 

that a conservative estimate of the cost 

for owners to race in SA was approximately 

$70 million. Even without factoring in 

the cost of purchasing a horse, it is quite 

clear that owners are funding the 

industry not profiting from it.  

SAROA NEWS

W
e selected Ralph 

Satchell  as our 

Owner of the Month 

for December for hs 

horse Mullinger Lane. Ralph kindly 

provided us with these details about 

his horse. 

It was pleasing to see Mullinger 

Lane recapture his winning form with 

back to back wins at Morphettville in 

December. Leading all the way over 

1600m, Mullinger Lane is a real chip 

off the old block, being by our resident 

stallion Mint Lane. Mint Lane won  

all his races leading all the way and 

showed his best form when racing 

over 1600 to 1700m.

Usually all the yearlings we (Willow 

Grove Stud) breed are offered for sale 

at the Yearling Sales. 

Sometimes if I am 

fortunate, I manage to 

keep a share in a handy one.

The Mullinger Lane story took a 

different path. Being a first crop Mint 

Lane, “Mully” had his photo added to 

our website along with the rest of our 

foals for that season.

I received a phone call from a stranger 

from NSW (enter my partner in 

Mullinger Lane, Alan Worrell), who 

told me that he was admiring the Mint 

Lane foal photos.

We discussed which ones look the 

best and we settled on the one from  

a Redoute’s Choice mare Asadie.

Alan suggested that if I liked him 

enough, he would buy in and race him 

with me. He eventually persuaded  

me not to travel the usual path of the 

yearling sales with this one and a deal 

was struck, with Alan to name him 

and “Mully” to race in my colours of 

Gold Red spots and Red cap.

 Many thanks  to Jon O’Connor for 

training Mullinger Lane who has now 

won 6 races, 3 seconds and 2 thirds 

from only 23 starts.

Mullinger Lane as Ralph 

says is one of his home 

breeds from his stallion the 

American horse Mint Lane. He 

is out of a Redoute’s Choice 

mare Asadie. The mare placed 3 

times in a short racing career 

and has produced three foals 

with two race, Mullinger Lane 

being the most successful to 

date winning a touch under 

$100,000. Mullinger Lane 

seems to win his races in spells 

having in December won two in 

a row and back in 2015 winning 

three consecutive starts. He has 

now won three in the city and there 

seems to be no reason why he can’t 

win more for his connections. 

Asadie, who has been served this year 

by Zebedee (after losing a Zebedee foal 

at birth last season), is out of a Bold 

Revenue mare – the well named Canadian 

import Miss Behave. 

Ralph has been a stalwart of the South 

Australian breeding industry and it’s 

great to see him having success on the 

racetrack. Over the years Willow Grove 

Stud at Woodside has stood a number 

of quality stallions, the likes of Blazing 

Saddles, Keepers, Stargazer, Centre 

Stalls, Mugharreb and Clangalang. 
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CORRESPONDENCE:  

PO Box 1139, Gumeracha SA 5233

Richard Stafford (Secretary)  

Mobile: 0432 664 824 

Email: richard@

sanguineracing.com.au 

Or for more information visit: 

www.saroa.com.au

OWNER  

OF THE MONTH

Owner of the month 

nominations can be made by 

email or letter or even by a 

phone call to me; nominations 

should be received by 10th 

day of the following month. 

Nominations can come from 

the owner or a friend, 

acquaintance or family 

member but the nominee 

must be a SAROA member.  

We also prefer that the 

application is combined with a 

good story about the horse 

involved, as this award is just 

as applicable to lowly maiden 

winners as it is to winners of 

feature races.

Our committee review all 

nominations then select the 

monthly winner, who will 

receive a $200 voucher, kindly 

donated by SAROA members 

Jenny and Wayne Francis to 

be used at any of the Francis 

group of hotels – namely the 

Elephant and Castle, The Port 

Noarlunga, the OG and the 

German Arms hotels. 
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Mullinger Lane


