
All the latest news from the South Australian  

Racehorse Association

Richard Stafford - SAROA secretary reports

SAROA PROJECTS 

SAROA continues to work on a number 

of matters that are of concern to 

owners in South Australia. In particular 

we continue to negotiate with the 

SAJC and with Country Racing SA to 

improve conditions for owners at the 

races both on days when their horses 

are competing and also on other days 

when they attend the races. We believe 

that the contribution of owners to our 

industry should be recognised in more 

concrete ways and we will persist in 

our efforts to get a better deal for our 

members and owners in general.

Once our Owners Information Day has 

taken place, we will turn our attention 

to other events for both our members 

and others in racing. While our Horses’ 

Birthday Lunch has been quite 

successful, we have received some 

comments that programming of the 

event on a Friday lunch time makes it 

difficult for some people to attend. 

We are also aware that the payment 

requirements for our stallion service 

auction winners are somewhat 

disadvantageous to breeders who are 

used to live foal guarantees and 

payment on 45 day positive test. We 

have taken these comments on board 

and are looking at ways we can make 

our terms more attractive to bidders. 

We also intend to hold another SAROA 

Race Day but have not committed to 

any dates as yet. We will also plan our 

Christmas Party and AGM for later  

in the year. 

SAROA will continue to represent 

owners in various issues that arise from 

time to time and in this role we provide 

a voice for owners where they may not 

otherwise be heard. We encourage 

members to contact us whenever 

they have issues in racing where they 

need our support or our expertise and 

contacts. Usually if you have an issue 

you most likely won’t be the only 

owner affected, of course SAROA 

cannot guarantee a favourable result, 

but we have a number of ongoing 

matters where we continue to fly  

the flag for owners. 

WHY NOT NOMINATE YOUR 

HORSE?

We do our best to highlight the winning 

performances of our member’s horses 

via our Facebook page, however as the 

process is a manual one we can’t be 

certain that we always acknowledge 

each winning member. If you feel one  

of your winners has been missed,  

please let us know. 

On a similar note we would love to 

get more nominations for Owner of the 

Month, we have recently been able to 

increase the voucher from the Francis 

Group to $200 for our monthly winner. 

In addition the Owner of the Year 

receives a quality bottle of wine for 

their efforts, so it is really worth letting 

us know about your successes. 

On occasion we may contact owners 

who have been lucky enough to have a 

good win or two, to suggest that they 

apply for the Owner of the Month 

Award. We also ask the successful 

owner to give us the story about  

their horse and to be available to be 

interviewed on the Punters’ Club on 

radio 5 RPH, usually with Ray Fewings. 

We believe that these interviews give 

listeners an insight into what it is really 

like to own a share in a racehorse. Most 

owners have stories to tell about their 

horses, with most well aware of the  

ups and downs, the thrills and 

disappointments that are part and 

parcel of horse ownership and the 

racing industry in general.

It appears that some owners are 

reluctant to nominate for whatever 

reason – maybe they think they might 

be seen to be “big noting” themselves 

but really this is not the case. Again we 

are more interested in the story than 

the event – a lowly maiden win at a 

country track for horse which has been 

through a chequered career might well 

be more interesting than a city win for  

a horse who has had a saloon passage. 

So think about it and nominate,  

what have you got to lose!

SAROA NEWS

W
e selected Snow (Des) 

Cooper as our Owner of 

the Month for January 

for his wins with both 

Alabama Missile and Harlem Child. 

As usually happens, Snow made 

himself available for an interview with 

Ray Fewings on 5RPH (audio is available 

on the SAROA website www.saroa.

com.au). The interview was fascinating, 

in part because Ray knew Snow some 

time ago when they were both training 

and driving trotting horses. Snow had 

quite a lot of success as a trainer/driver 

and after retiring, Snow started his 

involvement with thoroughbred 

ownership. 

Snow initially had shares in horses 

with Peter Jolly and with 

time he now has his horses 

spread fairly equally between Peter’s 

sons David and Richard. This is 

demonstrated to some extent by his 

winners for January – one trained by 

David and one by Richard. Snow 

maintains small part shares in a 

number of horses at any one time, 

with his thought being that spreading 

his investment over a number of 

horses is a better way to be involved 

in the industry than to concentrate on 

just one or two horses. 

In January one of Snow’s winners 

was Alabama Missile – which won a 

benchmark 90 sprint at Murray Bridge 

on New Year’s Day, since then she has 

run second twice in the city and also 

picked up a cheque for fifth.

Alabama Missile is a seven-year-old 

mare by Blevic from Crimson Tide (Marju) 

who now has a record of 32 starts for 

8 wins, 5 seconds and 6 thirds, winning 

nearly $194,000 which 

amounts to a pretty fair result. 

I always feel a good measure of 

a horse’s success is to be placed 

in the top three in more than 

50% of its starts, Alabama 

Missile certainly achieves this 

with a top three placing 

percentage of almost 60%. 

She is trained at Goolwa by 

David Jolly.

Snow’s other winner Harlem 

Child is a three-year-old trained 

by Richard Jolly, she is by Pluck 

out of Civelb (Blevic) and has 

now won once from 7 starts 

with a third as well, she has 

earned $36,000. 

When discussing his horses with Ray, 

Snow mentioned that he relies on his 

judgement to evaluate suitable horses 

proposed as options by his trainers. 

The selection process seems to work 

as both Alabama Missile and Harlem 

Child are currently the best products 

of their respective dams. 

Snow said that his best horse was Our 

Exchange winner of $240,000 and 7 

races. Our Exchange came into Snow’s 

ownership as an exchange with Kambula. 

Stud when another good mare  

of Snow’s, Get Set was retired. 

SAROA wishes Snow continued 

good fortune with his racing pursuits.

OWNER OF THE MONTH

� � � � � � �� � � � � � � �	 
 � � 
 � � �  � � � ��� � � � �� � � �� � � � � �� � � � � � �
 � 
 � 
 � 
 �  � �  � �� 
 � � � �� �  ��

CORRESPONDENCE:  

PO Box 1139, Gumeracha SA 5233

Richard Stafford (Secretary)  

Mobile: 0432 664 824 

Email: richard@

sanguineracing.com.au 

Or for more information visit: 

www.saroa.com.au

OWNER  

OF THE MONTH

Owner of the month 

nominations can be made by 

email or letter or even by a 

phone call to me; nominations 

should be received by 10th 

day of the following month. 

Nominations can come from the 

owner or a friend, acquaintance 

or family member but the 

nominee must be a SAROA 

member. We also prefer that 

the application is combined 

with a good story about the 

horse involved, as this award 

is just as applicable to lowly 

maiden winners as it is to 

winners of feature races.

Our committee review all 

nominations then select the 

monthly winner, who will 

receive a $200 voucher, kindly 

donated by SAROA members 

Jenny and Wayne Francis to 

be used at any of the Francis 

group of hotels – namely the 

Elephant and Castle, The Port 

Noarlunga, the OG and the 

German Arms hotels. 
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Alabama Missile


