
Minutes of SAROA AGM 
Saturday, 15th September, 2018 

Leilani Room - Morphettville Racecourse 
 
 

Committee Present: Rob Mcbryde (Treasurer), Richard Stafford (Secretary) Chris 

Kay and Grieto Lukje  
 

Members Present:          Approximately 36 members were in attendance. 

  

Members Apologies: Robert Hill-Smith, Peta Southern-Ninnis, Marilyn Shephard, 

Margaret Thomas, Julie Gifford, Jennifer Wilson, Ian Brown 
Kate Dansie, Allie Umoff, John Girvan, Terry Hodgson, Mark 
Lampshire, Bernadette Ward, David Ward and Ken Cock 
(Acting President) 

 
Meeting commenced 11.35 am 
 
 

1. Welcome from President  

1.1. In the absence of acting President Ken Cock, Richard Stafford chaired the 
meeting.  

 

2. Minutes from previous AGM 

2.1. Minutes of AGM Sept 16th 2017 had been made available to the members. A 
motion was proposed Wendy Daken and seconded Bryan Terry that the minutes 
be accepted.  The motion was carried. 

 

3. President’s Report.   

3.1  Richard Stafford presented a summary of the President’s Report on behalf of 
Acting President Ken Cock, the full report had been made available to members 
prior to the meeting and follows: 

Annual Report to SAROA Members 2017-18 

The newly appointed SAROA Committee for 2017-18 made the decision to 
establish for itself goals to work towards during its year of service to better 
meet the needs of members and to provide services to increase the level of 
involvement/relevance of owners within the racing industry.  Although owners 
are critical contributors within the racing industry, the Committee felt that 
South Australian owners sometimes do not receive the recognition from the 
racing industry that is commensurate with the contribution they make to SA 
racing both financially and socially.   

 



It is around this premise that the working goals for the Committee were set for 
the 2017-18 year.  The Committee can report today that we have been 
successful in some areas; other of our goals is work in progress, with some still 
to be addressed.  Outcomes achieved around each goal are highlighted further 
into this report. 

During the year of office of this Committee we have seen a number of 
resignations for a variety of reasons. We recognise the contributions of 
Committee members Adam Glenn, Peter Hunt and more long serving members 
Wendy Daken (former Vice President), Jennifer Bowditch (who ran the 
Facebook page) Ian Brown and Luke Koumi (President).  

SAROA acknowledges the extensive efforts that Luke Koumi put into the 
running of SAROA.  Unfortunately the transfer of his racing interests to Victoria 
means that Luke’s interests in SA racing have lessened.  Added to this there had 
been a number of occasions where Luke’s tendency to take unilateral actions 
without consulting the rest of the Committee resulted in some conflict between 
the Committee and the President.  While Luke felt the need to express his 
frustration with the Committee in his parting letter to members, the ongoing 
Committee members wish to stress that SAROA is financially healthy and will 
continue in its efforts to improve the lot of racehorse owners in this State.  It 
should also be said that the differences between the Committee and its 
President were not so much about the issues that SAROA was tackling but more 
to do with the manner in which the President was interacting with other 
sectors of the racing industry and the tone of some of his communications with 
these sectors.  

Achievements of SAROA 2017-198 

 

Goal 1 To establish a ‘universal owners card’ for all SA owners, which provides 
various privileges for owners    

 

The privilege arrangements for owners, from racing club to club, are somewhat 
ad hoc.  Compared to what is happening in some other States, SA is a long way 
behind.  We should expect SA Racing to do better.  SAROA this year has 
continue to negotiate with Thoroughbred Racing South Australia (TRSA) and the 
South Australia Jockey Club (SAJC) to establish a universal owner’s card with 
clearly defined benefits attached. 

An outcome achieved this year is that SAROA members can, upon presentation 
of their card, gain free general admission on non-carnival days to Morphettville.  

We are also pleased to be able to report that at a recent meeting TRSA 
indicated its support for the establishment of a universal owner’s card for all 
registered SA racehorse owners.  The exact nature and the associated privileges 
are presently being worked through by TRSA.  Hopefully in the coming months 
we will have some positive news for not only SAROA members but all 
registered SA owners 



  

Goals 2 Improved recognition of owners and their contribution to racing 

 

An ongoing dialogue between Committee members and SA Racing key players 
is critical to improving outcomes for owners.  Throughout the year there has 
been discussions with TRSA, SAJC, Country Racing SA and the Trainers 
Association to support the promotion of racing in SA. 

Since the change in 2014, SAROA has been lobbying to have the Morphettville 
trials returned to the race-day stalls, rather than the training stalls.  The 
primary reason is to increase the participation of owners in the experience of 
the trials.  The SAJC and a group of influential trainers consistently resisted this 
change.  

Through continual effort from SAROA, the SAJC agreed to conduct the trials 
programmed for Thursday 14 May 2018 from the race-day stalls.   TRSA agreed 
to email all owners a SAROA prepared flyer of this decision.  Your Committee 
supported this initiative by providing a free BBQ breakfast for all those in 
attendance.  A survey was also conducted on the day regarding the move back 
to the race-days stalls. 

Some observations of the ‘event’ were 

 

• there was a significant increase in the number of owners and public present 
to watch the trials live 

• attending owners and industry participants (including trainers, stable hands, 
jockeys, stewards, etc.) appreciated access to the BBQ breakfast 

• the survey indicated that many appreciated that the trials were run from the 
race day stalls 

• some SAJC Board members present indicated a concern about the extra 
costs associated through this exercise 

• the survey of trainers was quite diverse with views that varied from 
enthusiastic support to, either way is ok, to deep objection to the move. 

 

A follow up meeting of all key sectors of the industry discussed the exercise and 
considered all the positives and negatives.  SAROA accepted issues regarding 
extra costs, wear and tear on the track particularly in the winter months, etc. 
An outcome of this meeting is that two Morphettville trials per year will be run 
from race-day stalls.  While not the complete change we were looking for, 
SAROA supports the decision and views this as a very positive step. 

 

Details are yet to be announced by the SAJC.  SAROA will continue to pursue 
this issue. 



Goal 3 Better race day experience for owners 

Owners who have horses racing interstate or visiting interstate, metropolitan 
tracks in particular, report the greater level of hospitality offered by these clubs 
compared to what is offered in SA. There is definite room for improvement 
from our local clubs whether metropolitan, provincial or country. 

SAROA believes that it is critical for SA Racing to increase the ownership base 
within the State.  The racing clubs should understand that this is crucial for the 
sustainability of horse racing. Paying attention to improving race day 
experience is one small step to encouraging others to join the ranks of horse 
ownership. 

SAROA will continue to pursue this issue. Hopefully the introduction of the SA 
Owners Card and the associated privileges attached to the card will include 
providing a better race day experience for owners. 

 

Goal 4 Maintain and develop the relevance of SAROA 

Critical for the ongoing relevance of SAROA is to ensure it has a strong and 
respected voice within the broader racing community.  Your Committee has 
discussed internally how this is best achieved.  We consider that working 
collaboratively with TRSA, SAJC and Country Racing SA is the best strategy.   

We recognise the difference that exists when seeking positive outcomes for 
owners through putting our case clearly, coherently and respectfully rather 
than through unnecessary aggressive and confronting behavior.  

 

Goal 5 Social Program 

 

Two different initiatives undertaken this year were the Celebration of the 
Autumn Carnival and the upcoming visit to Kidalton Park 

SAROA initiated a gathering held at Morphettville after the last race of the 
Autumn Carnival.  It featured food and drink, live entertainment, an interview 
with Clare Lindop on the eve of her retirement from riding and the auctioning 
of stallion nominations. 

It was a successful and enjoyable event.  If we follow through with this event 
next year there are some things we would do differently.  The event was 
supported by the SAJC accepting responsibility for advertising and promotion of 
the event. 

The visit to McEvoy Mitchell Racing training complex at Kidalton Park, Angaston 
will take place on Sunday 7 October. 

Goals 6 and 7 Racing Forum and Owners’ Information Day 

 



These two goals were not achieved this year as it was decided that they were 
best to be set up as ‘an across the industry’ project rather than for SAROA to 
undertake alone.  We continue to believe that an effort to educate prospective 
new owners is a worthwhile consideration and that there is a need for all 
industry participants to continue to meet together to discuss initiatives for 
continuing improvement of racing in SA.  

Training Contracts 

Ongoing this year has been the work of Australia Racing to establish 
standardized contractual agreement between owners and trainers. Australian 
Thoroughbred Racing Owners Council (ATROC) has provided feedback to 
Australia Racing throughout the process. SA owners are alerted to the following 
point below. 

ATROC (and SAROA as a member of ATROC) have been concerned that training 
contracts used by a number of trainers—specifically the Australian Trainers 
Association (ATA) contract—attempt to indemnify trainers in the case of harm 
to the horse, even when there is negligence on behalf to the trainer. ATROC has 
received legal advice that signing the ATA contract could effectively void any 
insurance the owner holds on their horse in the event of harm or damage to 
their horse caused by the negligence of the trainer. 

While ATROC has approached the ATA on this issue, at this stage there has 
been no resolution.  Therefore, SAROA advises all its members to check any 
training contract that they may have entered into or be asked to enter into. If 
the contract contains a clause that provides indemnity for the trainer without 
an exception for negligence on the trainer’s behalf, you should either not sign 
the contract at all or strike out the indemnity clause before signing. 

 

Finally the Committee wishes to acknowledge the work of Richard Stafford and 
Robert McBryde.  Both Richard (secretary) and Rob (treasurer) have provided 
efficient and effective services to SARAO not only over the past 12 months but 
also for several years previous. 

We encourage all SAROA members to be active participants in the Association; 
providing your Committee with ideas and suggestions of how we can best meet 
the collective needs of South Australian Race Horse Owners. 

Kenneth Cock 

Acting President  

September 2018 

A motion to approve the President’s Report was moved Bryan Terry and 
seconded by Brian Hoey. This motion was carried.  

 

 

 



 


