
SAROA President’s Report 2018-2019 
 

 The committee presents to SAROA members the report of achievements, outcomes and even 
frustrations of its work during the past year. 
To some degree the past twelve months has been a time of rebuilding of SAROA particularly as it 
relates to the work of the committee and relationships with other industry bodies. 
Although willing to confront and raise questions concerning the management of racing in South 
Australia in communication with the interested sectors, the committee recognises in principle each 
are primarily on the same page.  Continued success and growth of the racing industry depend upon 
the positive cooperative efforts of all sectors. 
Owners play a critical role as one of the primary contributors to the sustainability of racing in South 
Australia.  To maintain and to grow the population of owners in South Australia SAROA critically 
supports the industry to ensure that owners get value out of their contributions to it.  This is probably 
best defined by the increasing return to owners of prize money to enable them to subsidise their 
contributions or even profit from involvement in the industry in South Australia.    There are more 
intrinsic reasons why people seek to become racehorse owners.   Such include the love of the 
competition, the beauty of the thoroughbred racehorse and the social outcomes of meeting a range 
of people including other owners, horse breeders, trainers and jockeys thus forging new and existing 
relationships. 
From each of these perspectives SAROA, through its committee seeks to play a cooperative role in 
promoting racing in this state. 

 
SAROA Membership 
SAROA membership last season (2018-2019) was 248 which remained the same as the previous 
season.  

 
Issue Facing Racing in South Australia 
The consequences of the new taxation regime, introduced by the previous State Labor Government 
and supported by the present government, are placing enormous financial pressure on the industry.  
Simply the 15% POC (Point of Consumption) tax on every bet made on South Australia racing, paid by 
online corporate bookmakers, has a negative impact on the flow of betting income into South 
Australia.  The size of the tax discourages the bookmakers from vigorously supporting betting on SA 
races.  The problem is compounded for racing as the tax revenue is not invested by government back 
to the industry that generated it.   
The different industry sectors, under the leadership of TRSA, came together to present a case to State 
government to hopefully ensure flow back of taxation money to racing in this state.   
SAROA was seen as one of the key organisations to present the concerns of thoroughbred racing to 
the government.  SAROA committee actively supported communication to all local members of 
parliament, and SAROA members were encouraged to do the same.  It was widely recognised that the 
work of SAROA in keeping members informed and highlighting the issues to the wider community 
provided a significant contribution to the campaign. 
 

SAROA Educational and Social Activities 
The committee continues to promote improving knowledge and understanding of members through 
educational and social events.  Highlights of the 2018-2019 year included the following; 
 
Horse Studs/Training Establishments Visits 
On Sunday October 21st a bus load of 38 members and guests spent an enjoyable day heading towards 
the Barossa Valley to visit McEvoy Mitchell Racing’s state of the art training facility, Kildalton Park, in 



Angaston. This was followed by a visit to Cornerstone Stud for a parade of their stallions and then onto 
Goldin Farms to view their operation and to meet their stallion Akeed Mofeed.  The day finished up 
with an enjoyable and social long lunch at Vintners Bar and Grill.   
 
Vets – What’s the Story 
An evening was spent with racehorse veterinarians Dr. Peter Horridge, TRSA race-day vet and Dr. Holly 
Lewis, from Horsemed S.A.  Peter and Holly willingly gave members their time to both inform and 
answer a range of questions relating to the care and management of the health of the racehorse. 
 
Horse SA Professional Development Event 
On behalf of SAROA a committee member attended the two-day event which focused upon sport 
horse welfare and the concept of a social licence to operate.  Racing was represented by principal 
authorities across Australia.  Discussion focused upon not only the welfare of horses during their 
racing career but also the placement of animals after the racing days are over.  SAROA is supportive 
of the work that TRSA is doing in this area.   
 
SAROA Race Day 
The race day was a successful event both in terms of the number of races sold to sponsors and the 
lunch enjoyed by members and sponsors.  Hopefully such an event helps to profile the place of SAROA 
in SA racing.   
 
Universal Owners’ Card 
The committee continues to be frustrated by the lack of action of TRSA to initiate an owners’ card for 
all owners of registered racehorses in South Australia.  Models now exist in other States e.g. Victoria 
and Western Australia where such cards are in place.  Along with the card come particular racecourse 
privileges.  Continuing discussions with TRSA personnel show general support for the concept but the 
apparent lack of action is a frustration. 
Beyond this, recognition has been given by the SAJC to provide free entry to SAROA members for most 
race days of the year. The arrangement with the provincial clubs is currently informal with some clubs 
recognising our card while others do not.  The Universal Owners’ Card is likely to resolve this issue.  
Tied up with the universal card issue is the goal of SAROA to work to improve the race day experience 
for all owners whether they have a runner on the day or not.  This issue will continue to be pursued. 

 
Stallion Nominations 
Selling nominations to stallions generously donated by various studs continues to be a major fund-
raiser for the Association.  In recent years there has been a level of disappointment in the success of 
the ‘live auction’ sale held at SAROA functions.   
This year it was decided to hold an on-line auction as an alternative.  This practice had limited success 
and to this point the committee is still seeking the best way to conduct these auctions. 
Thanks goes to the following studs who have generously offered stallion services to SAROA this year 
namely; Cornerstone Stud, Sun Stud and Rosden Park. 
 
Communication to Members 
Recently the committee has considered the topic of communication to members.  The committee felt 
that it is not communicating to members as effectively it might.  To provide updates to members on 
a range of topics as well as encouraging members to participate in a variety of activities and for other 
ad-hoc reasons there were lots of frequent messages to members.  So, members don’t feel 
bombarded with messages it was decided to change the communication strategy.  Now members will 
receive a fortnightly newsletter and the committee will endeavour to keep any other emails to a 
minimum.   



 
The SAROA Committee’s Role 
The present committee understands the importance of working together to promote and improve the 
experience of racehorse owners in South Australia.  The experience of horse ownership is certainly 
enhanced if one can take an active role in each horse’s program.  This can be achieved if there is a 
deeper understanding of racing amongst owners.  The committee believes that SAROA has an 
important role to play to facilitate this process.   
It has been gratifying for the past twelve months to work with a committee members who generously 
give up their time to come to a monthly meeting to discuss and investigate how owners can work 
together to add value to their ownership experience.  SAROA committee throughout the past year has 
been well represented at a variety of meetings within the racing industry. This included frequent 
meetings with TRSA, SAJC, SA Thoroughbred Breeders, ATROC (Australian Thoroughbred Race-horse 
Owners Committee), Horse SA Professional Development.      
It was pleasing to see the committee members were prepared to work together and to work 
collaboratively with other stakeholders within the industry.  This is not to say SAROA was always in 
agreement with other stakeholders but at least representatives always try to see both sides of the 
story. 
The work of each of SAROA serving committee members is to be recognised and valued but in 
particular the contributions of two key members are highlighted; treasurer Rob McBryde whose 
attention to detail and management of finance keeps us in a financially viable position; Richard 
Stafford SAROA’s long serving secretary continues to invest a great deal of time and effort to promote 
and to provide the voice of owners within the industry.  
 

Looking Forward 
SAROA will continue to work to best represent the interests and involvement of SA race-horse owners 
in the racing community.   
 
Some highlights as SAROA moves forward into the new year include 
 

 improving the knowledge of owners through educational opportunities will continue to be 
one of the central platforms.  Already planned is the 2019 tour to a stud and training facility 
for Sunday October 27th.  This time heading south to visit Mill Park Stud and Finnis Lodge 
Thoroughbreds 

 increasing the size of the ownership base is critical for continuing growth.  The committee is 
exploring ways it might work with all sectors of the industry to realise this goal.  

 SAROA will have a presence at the Gawler Cup Meeting Friday 25th October. There will be a 
SAROA marquee on the day.  Check out the newsletters to find out more. 

 As always part of SAROA’s ongoing agenda is to continue to lobby racing administrators and 
clubs to support returns back to owners whether this be through increasing prizemoney, 
support for the SABOIS scheme and improving the race-day experience for owners and guests.  
 

Finally, the SAROA committee seeks suggestions, comments and feedback from members to ensure 
that it is truly representative of the needs and expectations of the constituency.  
 
Ken Cock 
President  
South Australian Race-horse Owners Association 
September 2019  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
   
 


